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Clara Gardner plays pool at Ye O Wa'enng Hole, a night spot on Pl Streetin Northampton, Tuesday with friends and her
brother, Nolan Gardner.

HOW A NORTHAMPTON WOMAN
GOT BACK UP ON HER OWN TWO FEET

Story By LAURIE LOISEL | Staff Writer
Photos By CAROL LOLLIS

2 NORTHAMPTON
or 10 days over her college winter break,
former Northampton High School student
Clara Gardner, 21, traveled to Israel with
one of her best friends. Rebecca Warren, to

visit a mutual friend studying abroad.

With them, she navigated crowded Tel Aviv
streets, jostled by the throngs of people. She
shopped in teeming markets. She played pool, went
to nightclubs, to the beach and spent an afternoon
on a sailboat on the Mediterranean Sea.

Her life as a college student is being lived in many
respects as it should be — four years after surgeons
amputated both legs after she was hit by a drunken
driver. One doctor said it was likely that she would
never walk again.

Gardner takes great pride in the fact that she’s
been entirely out of her wheelchair since last April.

* Sure, she was exhausted from her trip to Israel, but

more than that, she was thrilled. “It was probably
the most walking that I've ever done, even with

legs,” she said. “It was miles and miles of walking"
3 i Clara Gardner arrives for her appointment with prosthetist Thomas A.
W See NO LIMITS / Page A4 Mesick at the Hanger Clinic on Main Street in Springfield.
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Left, Mesick makes adjustments to Jegts. Right, Smiith College students Sasha Hippard, 21, and Eleanor Cook, 22, play pool with Gardner at Ye ol

Watering Hole on Pleasant Streetin

e changing expercnce

meaningh o be at
these. camps.” $he said. "You
et S0 much out of it in terms of

as a role model, but also you're
working oa your own thing, t00.”

AX that camp, ber own thing |
was practicing walking down
steep hills, which Cameron
Clz;tp showed her haw to do

many falls and much
laugh

Another was climbing to the
top of a climbing wall with her
brother and others uawung

“That was pretty r
said Nolan Gardner She ws
not nlhng to gx\'c up.

Gardner has been
twice more m Camp No Limits,

supparting the kids and serving F,__

g:e in Maryland and once in [l

on Msdqy Gardner drove |
 Hinger Clnie l !

)mself to the

Rober( Blakley of Springfield
‘was with him.

Unng a cane, Blakely made
his way slowly over to Gardner

went, in the Medi
nean. “So, it's possible,” she

said.
llmde the treatment room, Gardner exercises at the Hanger Clinic.
esick carefully studied the

placasunmrleywhenme adjust to prosthetics. But her
socket had chafed. Then he look suungesl suit, he m is her

“Thats akkofcipment here,
about 8 grand worth,” be said.

Back in the room, Gardner
hopped down off the chair to the
ﬁoor, where she atachied her

Rhesick solt, with abvious
iondnesgﬂ\mvsnoun’tmh

were cov.

her
bv insurance —
for her car (but not the car it
sel) and legs for rowing, for
example. O'Kane said she has
never tried to add up the total
expenses related to her daugh-
ter's timb Joss.
Looking back

Reflecting back to her years
in a wheelchair, Gardner said
she remembers that strang:
ers frequently approached her
to say she was an inspiration
These encounters made her feel

le at times.

“P'm not doing anything “I'm
dc)lmg \nlh the life 1 got hand-
The end

Thesc days, though, she feels
she has done something people
mu;m find inspirational. Out

and about on the new limbs, she
continues to_attract attention,
en praise.

“That's awesome,” people
might say upon seeing her at

For a Gazettenet video about Clara Gardner
yisit this story on GazettNET.com

Camp No Limits serves a need

Camp No Lirnits was found-
«d in 2004 in Mane by Mary
a tional

with limb loss “discorer hap-
[ ithy, and independent
Tives,” aommmg toits website.
It has grown o offer eight
camps in seven states
the country.
The camps are run with

of
nonmmplon who lost her
legs following an_accident
in 2008, has volunteered at
three sessions of Camp No
Limits and is gearing up to
0 to another at a sk resort
in Maine next month.

In the meantime, she has
Jaunched a fundraising effort
for the organization, and in-

year, mrﬂmnlmu\ﬂ:bslu
Clara G

around  vites donations.

“The best way to support
memawwmﬂcamp

volunteer lat

and occupational therapists,

| doctors, nurses, prosthetists,

adult amputees and family
members of the campers.

There are plans o add

more camp sessions this

her full 5-foot-6-inch helf.hl or f
“You're badass.”

:lveherthclh\lmwlwlor

even salute

mmpllmems she glad-
)ytympls. “1 don't want their
pity,

It wasn't easy getting back
up on her feet. Being an above-
knee double amputee is among
the most devastating of limb

gmngonmauomprwdol"

Meanwhile, in January of
2008, the 20-year-old driver of
the vehicle !hak hil her; Roberto
Carasquillo Jr, was sentenced
to_three to five years in state
prison and biad fis ficense sus-
pended for two years,

Gardner's foelings about

No Limits,"

To donate, visit Gardner's

pageat ﬁnmnngm
firstgiving.com  site

mn also lead visitors to a




