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Saying an arts curriculum for
elementary students provides a
variety of benefits, Ernest Brill,
at English teacher at Northamp-

| ton High School, said, “It in-
| creases comprehension,
| precision and attention to detail
| in a very, very special way.”
| “At the high school, we see
the end result,” Brill said.
City Council President Mi-
_chael R. Bardsley said art pro-
ides students a form of self-
ression and a way to com-
winicate, but also allows a stu-
ent to create something alone,
‘on an individual basis.
 Referring to the earlier pro-
posal to cut the elementary art
ogram, Bardsley said, “I think
e need to use this kind of close
as a kind of wake-up mes-
e,” and added he hoped the
mmunity would “rally togeth-
‘er” to ensure the art program is
ot eliminated in other tight
dget years.
ven with the reinstatement
_elementary art and the 2.3
ching positions, the School
epartment budget under con-
tion last night calls for the
imination of the equivalent of
.6 positions next year, Mister-
a said. Included are teachers,
inistrators, councilors, par-
ofessionals and aides
ughout the system.
“I think this is (still) a very
nful budget,” committee vice-
woman Lisa L. Minnick
“I think that about three
s ago, we started cutting
things that are no longer
ies but rather essentials.”
reductions are being driv-
cut of $1.6




