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the Chamber Matters | CheckoutThe Chax

The Chamber matters greatly to me. It is the beacon that represents husmess

interests, stays abreast of issues, communicates to its members, serves as the
welcome/information center to the hundreds of folks who drop in to est
information, advertises events, offers networking opportunities o members, |
conducts leaming seminars, has social events, hosts Snn;mufesui‘{’hz Taste, The 1 3 = i
Chamber Auction, and is there for me on a daily basis. Of course, lslchlllengc M T P enefiis of a Chamber member.
for the Chamber to take a stand on a specific (often political) issue. The Chamber pmmﬁh?:::.' ,{,‘11“,’:,",‘..’7:,5 mrﬁdm:u::wz Ay‘a “Jane Winnie, Barbara Hawkins, Jenny
gmlrhples with how to best represent all sides, and in some cases, must remamﬁrm Pelissier, Pam Cook, Judith Fine, Dave Malek Traczynski. (back row from lefl) Gary Bu
e majority good. Dan Kunhardt, Christine Dutton, Bob Bak:

Because I chose to become an active chamber member, I have met men and - n the doors and invite
woeEs; ot lon' thi Bodsd! it conlioifiEs - AA TAY Catsal/aHat ons Ul Themonlh 0f0clobcr1|-s the Chamber's time to l.hmw %p:m"" N rcting 4
wouldn't otherwise have had any occasion to meet. I have made close to join. To know more about our
that have become dear friends, and will remain so for many years. get-togethers open (0 any business who would ke to know %

it e T B e e e s organization. 1f you may be interested in attending, please call Jessica

oo il Chaimber? y, because [ am an active Thompson at 584-1900. Here are the dates:

(there are many who choose to support the organization in dues only, and we
that too!), my opinion on issues are heard. The Chamber knows it can depend o Wednesday, October 16 at 12noon  Wednesday, October 23 at 8:00 AM
Tuesday, October 22 at 12 noon Tuesday, Oclobcr 29 at 8:00 AM

me if I say I'll do something, 1 follow through. So in that sense, I matter. 1’
mngwrepnunllbechunbenmdmmmlformeaam r. Personally
Northampton Schools are Making the Grade
Superintendent of Schools Michael

lcan t understand not joining uﬂ:;e Chamber. if you are a member of the bu:
Cosgriff delivered an excellent

community. While sometimes
report card to our Chamber Partners
last month demonstrating recent
successes in Northampton’s public
schools. Chamber Partners are a
group of members that have chosen
to increase their investment in the
Chamber and now meet regularly for
information and discussion about
community issues. Cosgriff's report
n to our Partners emphasized the
Northampton’s Superintendent of Schools  results of excellent leadership that he
i 3 Muddmcs h'ﬁff""p"'m at a Meet & Eat cogunel:ds d:vulghcut l:}f clismd;:i f
W fast in February. « For the school year that ended in
W Educatlon June, student achievement J
Today, the Chamber has improved 7% over the prior year, measured as a percentage of
connection with our “‘M students performing at or above grade level in reading and mathematics.
one that didn't exist 5 years + Enrollment in Northampton’s schools is also on the rise because more
When the Chamber's Edi families are choosing Northampton for education. For the school year that
Committee  promotes began in S?stgnber 173 sludelms enrolled through the School of Choice
r stands rogram, a increase over last year.
arslaaihe .«.‘hoal: o ll:lonhampton High School is ranked the 2nd best in the Commonwealth in
a statewide performance rating that factors in demographic characteristics
of individual school districts.
For the current school year the district has increased its goal for student
d Cosgriff is in working wuh Chamber
members (0 set u student internships and to convey “best practice” expertise
inp an 10 help district business procedures.

mlter because I bring 4 certain sense of ‘humor, a specific attitude, lﬁ;ht o
5 % TR o ittle guy, I don’t wlnne. 1 play the devil's advocate, I have a “cup half
From left to right, Michael Cimini, Rita Turcotte & Judith Fine s pmlmphy T speak m; J’

create The Chamber Matters page at the Daily Hampshire Gazette It's rewarding to lwlp make a difference, as any person who has 1

1 has been a true pleasure (o have served as the editor of The Chamber st siony bosimg of s+ TS {0 Me: 1 malter 0 the Chambet
Mlatiere these past two yeus Full pages of information, stories,
successes and have filled each quarterly
edition. While this is my last page serving as editor, The Chamber Matters
much of what my relationship with the Greater Nordmnplan
Commerce has been for nearly a decade. The theme of today's issue is
“hzmchlmbermﬂznmm:nmbul.mdhwlheuumhenm

Chamber-Ci “The Chimber's
95 3' Plcwlld f front from left) City Councilor Jim Dnlm. Will Stanl Ay. the “Education Mlltdll s of the
W 0t Coordinator, Teri Anderson, Barh Stanles

f:wn l'ﬂ) Johnny Iber npmunnnw Al !n and Sean N ww"
g pﬁam In i !uru ’ltm lmp !

culum offerings.

business viit ot Vox Radio, The River, 939 and Bear Courtry, s Ecaion cmmuue pwfuuim 5
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