Art and music classes shouldn’t be treated as frills

To the editor:

Lam writing to say that programs in art.

and music at Northampton High School
should not be cut. My daughter, a Jjunior
at Northampton High School, is enthusi-
astic about art and wants to major in art
in college, _

After my own involvement with NHS for
several years, I am especially concerned
about the risk of art and music being cut,
These programs are not frills. Music, vi-
sual arts, and theater programs are cen-
tral to the edication that the school gives
through the entire range of the student
population, from the top performers to
the at-risk students,

For example, in the case of students
like my daughter, many colleges look
for exposure to the rich and varied cur-

riculum that NHS offers today. We could
seriously damage that college-worthi-
ness through budget cuts, Similarly, our
at-risk students use art programs to be
creative, to use their minds in new ways.
Arts help them to succeed, to build confi-
dence, and to stay in school. We should
not jeopardize this.
Darien Gardner
Northamptor,



