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By KEVIN HODGSON

NORTHAMPTON — The dull,
white walls surrounding Mayor
Mary L. Ford’s visiting room are
now alive with color thanks to the
Northampton Arts Council’s move
to transform the second floor of
City Hall into a showcase for lo-
cal artists.

First on view: artist Lisa Leary.

Leary, who grew up in the city -
and is now an art teacher at
Northampton High School, has
hung about 30 of her figurative-
style paintings along the second-
floor corridor and in various city
offices.

“I{’s an honor, absolutely,” L-
eary said yesterday, as she
walked through the building. Actu-
ally, the Arts Council experi-
mented with hanging paintings a
year ago, when it displayed the

art of some of Leary’s students in
City Hall.

But when workers began instal-
ling the new elevator and City
Hall was thrown into turmoil
while that machinery was being
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“BLACK ROSES” — Lisa Leary, artist and art teacher at North-
ampton High School, poses yesterday with “Black Roses,” one of her
paintings on exhibit in Northampton City Hall. '

installed, the plan to continue dis-
playing art was delayed, Arts
Council Co-coordinator Mary
Kasper said.

Now that the elevator is in
place, art again dons the walls.
And Kasper said Leary is a logi-
cal first choice.

“It’s very interesting because

she grew up in Northampton and
she was the teacher whose kids
were already showcased,” Kasper
said. “We’d really like to turn this
into a mini-gallery.”

Leary’s work is a collage of
prilliant colors and images that
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